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Advancement is not Dependent 
On External Conditions 

His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Szvami Prabhupada 

We should never think of 
our so-called advancement 
as being conditioned by, or 
dependent upon, some set of 
material circumstances such as 
marriage, vdnaprastha, this, or 
that. The mature understanding 
of Krishna consciousness is that whatever 
condition of life I am in at present, that is 
Krishna's special mercy upon me. Therefore 
let me take advantage of it in the best way 
possible to spread this Krishna consciousness 
movement and conduct my spiritual master's 
mission. If I consider my own personal prog- 
ress, happiness, or any other thing personal, 
that is a material consideration. 

... One mistake of judgment often made by 
neophyte devotees is that any time there is 
some disturbance or difficulty, they are consid- 
ering that the conditions or the external circum- 
stances under which the difficulty took place 
are the cause of the difficulty itself. That is not 
the fact. In this material world there is always 
some difficulty, no matter in this situation or 
that situation. Therefore simply changing my 
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occupation or my status of life will not help 
anything. Because the real fact is that if there 
is any difficulty with others, that is my lack of 
Krishna consciousness, not theirs. Krishna says 
that his dearest devotee is one who does not 
put others into difficulty, in fact, who puts no 
one else into difficulty. 

... Of course, our occupational duty is to be 
preachers of Krishna consciousness. So we must 
stick to that business under all circumstances. 
That is the main thing. Therefore, whether one 
is married, unmarried, or divorced, in what- 
ever condition of life, my preaching does not 
depend on these things. sjQti 

— Letter to Madhukara, 4 January 1973. 

Hearing and 
Chanting is eternal 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Szvami Maharaja 

This navadhd-bhakti, nine-fold devotional 
service, is eternal. It will go on forever, even 
after the attainment of siddhi, perfection. And 
what is that siddhi? That is prema, love. That 
is the ultimate perfection, siddhi. So after 
the attainment of siddhi, that is, after the 
attainment of bhdva or prema, this sravanam- 
kutanam will continue. It will never cease, 
because it is an eternal activity. 

— Excerpted from a lecture on SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, adi 11.7, Bhubaneswar, 
Orissa, 1993. 
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108 Obeisances to Gangadevi 

Based on Maharaja Bhagiratha's 
Ganga-sahasra-nama 

oth gahgdyai namah — Obeisances to the Ganga. 

oth vegavatyai namah — Obeisances to she who 
moves swiftly. 

oth bala-priydyai namah — Obeisances to the 
dear one of Balaram. 

oth brahmdnda-bhedinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who broke through the covering of the universe. 

oth brahma-rupdyai namah — Obeisances to she 
of spiritual form. 

oth venT-dhardyai namah — Obeisances to the 
bearer of currents. 

oth balavatyai namah — Obeisances to she of 
great strength. 

oth vrndesyai namah — Obeisances to the con- 
troller of the multitudes. 

oth varna-brahma-rupdyai namah — Obeisances 
to she who appears as the Vedas. 

oth bhairava-priydyai namah — Obeisances to 
the dear one of Lord Shiva. 

oth visnu-padyai namah — Obeisances to she who 
has issued forth from the feet of Lord Vishnu. 

oth bhagirathyai namah — Obeisances to she who 
was brought down to earth by King Bhagirath. 

oth bhadrdyai namah — Obeisances to the 
auspicious one. 

oth bhumi-bhedinyai namah — Obeisances to 
the divider of the earth. 

oth bhavydyai namah — Obeisances to the 
beautiful one. 

oth bhava-duhkha-nivdrinyai namah — Obei- 
sances to she who wards off misery. 

oth manddkinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who flows slowly through the heavens. 

oth mukti-praddyinyai namah — Obeisances to 
the bestower of liberation. 

oth mahesvaryai namah — Obeisances to the 
mighty goddess. 

oth mdldvatyai namah — Obeisances to she who 
is adorned with a garland. 

oth makara-vdhinyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who rides on a crocodile. 

oth laya-praddyai namah — Obeisances to the 
bestower of liberation. 

oth guhd-viddrinyai namah — Obeisances to the 
destroyer of all that is hidden. 

oth sarva-sukha-praddyai namah — Obeisances 
to the bestower of all kinds of happiness. 

oth sarva-divya-rupdyai namah — Obeisances 
to she whose form is all divine. 
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oth varundnanda-kdrinyai namah — Obeisances 
to she who gives pleasure to Varuna. 

oth kirti-matyai namah — Obeisances to the 
famous one. 

oth kalpa-vdsinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who remains for eons. 

oth gagana-bhedinyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who pierces the sky. 

oth gopa-vallabhdyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who is the beloved of the cowherds. 

oth gati-ddyinyai namah — Obeisances to the 
bestower of the ultimate goal of life. 

oth cakora-nayanyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who possesses eyes like a cakora bird. 

oth candra-mandala-vdsinyai namah — Obei- 
sances to she who resides along with the moon 
[on Lord Shiva's head]. 

oth jala-vdsinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who resides in water. 
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Friends of All 

Sanskrit verses quoted in 
Hari-bhakti-vilasa 

gavindeti muda yuktah kirtayed yas tv ananya-dhih 
pavanena ca dhanyena teneyam prthivT dhrta 

One who joyfully chants the holy name 
"Govinda" with utmost attention is certain- 
ly a glorious and pure-hearted soul. Indeed, 
such a person sustains the earth. (Laghu- 
bhdgavatdmrta, quoted in Hbv. 11.349) 

na caivam ekam vaktaram jihva raksati vaisnavT 
asravya bhagavat-khyatim jagat krtsnath punati hi 

It is not that one who is attached to 
chanting the holy name of Lord Vishnu 
only purifies himself. He can purify the 
entire world by propagating the glories 
of chanting the Lord's holy names. (Hari- 
bhakti-sudhodaya , quoted in Hbv. 11.350) 

te santah sarva-bhutanam nirupadhika-bandhavah 
ye nrsimha bhavan-nama gayanty uccair mudanvitah 

My dear Lord, those who loudly chant 
your holy names with jubilation are to be 
considered saintly persons. They are genuine, 
selfless friends of all living entities. {Nrsimha 
Purana quoted in Hbv. 11.352) 
Bibliography 

— Sanatan Goswami. Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa. English translation by 
Bhumipati Das. Rasbihari Lai & Sons. Vrindavan. 2006. 

— Sanatan Goswami. SflHari-blmkti-'oililsil. Sanskrit with Bengali translation 
by Kanailal Adhikari. Sri Chaitanya Gaudiya Math. Mayapur. 2000. 
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om jdhnavyai namah — Obeisances to the 
daughter of Jahnu. 

om jyoti-rupdyai namah — Obeisances to she 
whose form is effulgent. 

om tapasvinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who performs great penances. 

om tdpa-ndsinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who removes distress. 

om taranginyai namah — Obeisances to she 
whose waves move restlessly. 

om tirtha-stutayai namah — Obeisances to she 
who is glorified by the holy places. 

om tiriha-vandydyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who is to be praised by the holy places. 

om durgama-priydyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who is dear to the ocean. 

om dipta-rupinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
of brilliant form. 

om trinetrdyai namah — Obeisances to the 
three-eyed one. 

om trailokya-pdvanyai namah — Obeisances to 
the deliverer of the three worlds. 

om nardyanyai namah — Obeisances to Narayani. 

om mdnasT-gangdyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who emanated from the mind of the Lord. 

om drogya-ddyinyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who bestows good health. 

om sarua-duhkha-prasamanyai namah — Obei- 
sances to the dispeller of all miseries. 

om sahasrdksyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who possesses a thousand eyes. 

om adri-rdja-sutdyai namah — Obeisances to 
the daughter of the king of the mountains. 

om muktdyai namah — Obeisances to the 
liberated one. 

om mdtangyai namah — Obeisances to Matangi. 

om mano-ramdyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who pleases the mind. 

om mati-ddtryai namah — Obeisances to the 
giver of intelligence. 

om yasasvinyai namah — Obeisances to the 
famous one. 

om yugesvaryai namah — Obeisances to the 
controller of the yugas. 

om yajna-rilpdyai namah — Obeisances to the 
form of sacrifice. 

om amrta-praddyai namah — Obeisances to the 
bestower of nectar. 

om agha-hdrinyai namah — Obeisances to the 
remover of sin. 

om ramaniydyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who is truly delightful. 

om rd]a-pu]ydyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who is worshiped by kings. 
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om rdja-rdjesvaryai namah — Obeisances to she 
who is the controller of the king of kings. 

om roga-hdrinyai namah — Obeisances to the 
remover of disease. 

om sailendra-vdsinyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who resides in the Himalayas. 

om suddhdyai namah — Obeisances to the 
pure one. 

om saila-nandinyai namah — Obeisances to the 
daughter of Himavat and Mena. 

om siva-mastaka-vdsinyai namah — Obeisances 
to she who resides on the head of Lord Shiva. 

om suddha-srotdyai namah — Obeisances to she 
whose currents are purifying. 

om sakti-rupinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
of powerful form. 

om sankara-priydyai namah — Obeisances to 
the dear one of Lord Shiva. 

om siva-simantinyai namah — Obeisances to 
the part in the hair of Lord Shiva. 

om sveta-gangdyai namah — Obeisances to the 
white Ganga. 

om svarga-vdsinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who resides in the heavens. 

om sdpa-mocanyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who relieves one from curses. 

om sruti-gamydyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who is accessible through the Vedas. 

om sarana-praddyai namah — Obeisances to the 
bestower of protection. 

om aisvarya-ddyinyai namah — Obeisances to 
the granter of opulence. 

om sdnanddyai namah — Obeisances to the 
joyful one. 

om naraka-hdrinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who delivers one from hell. 

om nabho-mandala-vdsinyai namah — Obei- 
sances to she who resides in the sky. 

om nira-rupdyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who possesses a form of water. 

om niskaldyai namah — Obeisances to the 
unbroken one. 

om parama-devatdyai namah — Obeisances to 
the supreme goddess. 

om piyusa-vdsinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who resides in nectar. 

om padma-hastdyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who possesses lotus hands. 

om piyusa-kara-sobhitdyai namah — Obeisances 
to she who is beautified by nectar. 

om apardjitdyai namah — Obeisances to the 
unconquerable one. 
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om ananta-tirthdyai namah — Obeisances to 
she of unlimited holy places. 

om pdsdna-bhedinyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who is the cleaver of stone. 

om pdpa-samhdra-kdrinyai namah — Obeisances 
to the destroyer of sin. 

om padma-vdsinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who resides on a lotus. 

om punya-ksetrdyai namah — Obeisances to 
the abode of piety. 

om pdvanyai namah — Obeisances to the 
sacred one. 

om patitoddhdrinyai namah — Obeisances to 
the deliverer of the fallen. 

om pdlikdyai namah — Obeisances to she who 
is the guardian. 

om pavitrdyai namah — Obeisances to the purifier. 

om pita-vdsinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who wears yellow garments. 

om paramdrthdyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who is a matchless attainment. 

om phulldravinda-locandyai namah — Obeisances 
to the possessor of eyes like blooming lotuses. 

om brahmanyai namah — Obeisances to Brahmani. 

om brahma-rupinyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who possesses a spiritual form. 

om visvato-mukhyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who can see in all directions. 

om vaisnavyai namah — Obeisances to the 
devotee of Vishnu. 
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om visnu-svarupinyai namah — Obeisances to 
she who is the very form of Vishnu. 

om varesvaryai namah — Obeisances to she 
who can bestow all benedictions. 

om sukha-riipinyai namah — Obeisances to she 
who possesses a blissful form. 

om svar-dhunyai namah — Obeisances to the 
river of the heavens. 

— From Sri Sri Ganga Mahimamria, compiled by Sri Taraka Brahma Das. Pub- 
lished by Krishna Bhavanamrita Sangha (ISKCON). Mayapur. 2006. Above 
portion, found on pages 126-128, translated by Sri Jambavan Das. 

Wonderful Krishna 

Srila Baladev Vidyabhusan's 
SrT Aisvarya-kadambim 

sn-gokule harir asau vraja-natha-sunuh 
sn-carcite bahu-sakho'sti sa-bhrtya-vargah 

sn-radhika-priya-sakhibhir adhisvanyam 
samsevate sva-sadrsibhir ananya-vrttih 

Accompanied by many friends and servants, 
Lord Hari, the prince of Vraja, stays in the beau- 
tiful and opulent realm of Gokul. Sri Radhika, 
along with her friends, who are all goddesses 
like her, continually serve him without engag- 
ing in any other activity. (1.8) 

madhuraisvarya-caritra-rupavattvan 
madhurad venur avac ca nanda-siinuh 

priyatamata-purnatamaj jana-vrajac ca 
sphutam uktah kavibhir vibhur varlyan 

Because of his great handsomeness, sweetness, 
charm, and opulence, because of the musical 
sound of his flute, because he is filled with love, 
and because of his host of friends and relatives, 
great poets and philosophers say that Lord 
Krishna, the son of Maharaj Nanda, is the original 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. (1.10) 

janakam upagatah sadasi nanda-nrpam capalo 
dhrta-vara-bhusano madhura-bhasano moda-karah 

alika-lasan-masT-kalita-candra-kalah kutukT 
harir akhUan vyadhad aticiram viramat-karanan 

Sometimes restless, curious Krishna would 
approach his father, King Nanda, in the midst 
of the royal assembly. His forehead as splendid 
as the crescent moon, his eyes decorated with 
black ointment, and his words very sweet and 
charming, he delighted everyone and kept them 
from their business for a very long time. (6.7) SJ 
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